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Research on the Origin of Cooperative Medical System in
Modern Chinese Rural Areas

Xu Sanchun

Abstract The cooperative medical system is widely practiced in the Chinese countryside from the1920. As for its origin
majority scholars consider it was from medical cooperatives in Shan-Gan-Ning areas ( northwest China) while others be—
lieve it was from rural health experimental areas in the Republic of China Period. After exploring the development of rural
health experimental areas in the Republic of China Period and related overseas research achievements it is easy to find the
development of cooperative medical system in China actually has a more complicated background. It was basically affected
by the western countries especially Eastern European countries at that time. Meanwhile its discourse construction also
contained abroad social and cultural changes.
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